
 
MOBIVET-REGIO receives a financial support from the European Union  
 

With the support of Région Rhône-Alpes. 

 

 

 

Interregional workshop 

Mobility of apprentices and young in IVET:  

Providing tools and impetus to Regional action 

Barcelona, 10 and 11 June 2009 

Work undertaken in the framework of the project ‘MOBIVET-REGIO’ 

 

Minutes 

 

Participation 

This working seminar brought together representatives of 12 European regions, as well as UEAPME, 

the ANFA (Automotive Branch FR), the Euroguidance network and the promoter of Leonardo project 

'EMAC' ( 'European Mobility Agreement Customizer') . 

� Annex 1 :presence list 

 

Reference documents: 

- ‘Déclaration of Barcelona’ : http://www.gencat.cat/educacio/conf_mob_regions.htm 

- www.mobiloutil.fr more specifically on legal aspects (« tous les outils » > « outils 

administratifs ») and in the field of awareness-raising (« tous les outils » > « sensibilisation à 

la mobilité ») 

- Project ‘European Mobility Agreement Customizer’ : www.european-mobility.eu  

- Workshop-project « the role of regions in the mobility of apprentices and the young in 

vocational training » on FREREF website: http://www.freref.eu/page.php?page=29  

 

Introduction 

Quatre points principaux à l’ordre du jour : 

Le présent compte-rendu retrace les principaux attendus du séminaire sur ces points. 

 

The Department of Education of the Generalitat of Catalonia is to thank for organizing the seminar 

and welcoming participants.  

 

Four main points on the agenda:  

1- Assess the impact of mobility: a proposal for an interregional work 

2- Strategic action of the Regions: what follow-up of the Barcelona Conference (26 and 27 May 

2009)? What prospects for the next generation of LLP program 2014-2020?  

3- Building on the legal tools of mobility  

4- Raising awareness of the target groups: pool and capitalize on good practices directed at 

young people, businesses and trainers  

 

 

This report traces the main conclusions of the seminar on these points. 
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1- Assess the impact of mobility 

 

Background  

The mobility of young people in initial vocational training (including apprentices) has become a 

priority for many European regions. Beyond the sometimes considerable funds allocated to mobility, 

the Regions now build devices or platforms to promote mobility and support mobility operators.  

However, the current world economic crisis and its impact on the employment situation in the 

territories could change the priorities of regional policy. In particular, it is feared that mobility 

becomes a variable of adjustment in the regional budgets.  

 

Mobility is recognized as a positive factor for citizenship, openness, adaptability, but also and above 

all enhanced employability for young people. The experiences and testimonies are numerous in this 

direction. However, objective and reliable data to measure employability in particular is missing.  

The Generalitat of Catalonia (member region of FREREF) and the Region Aquitaine have asked 

FREREF to coordinate a study to assess the impact of mobility on the integration of young people in 

IVET. Given the context, such data must be available quickly, i.e. in the last quarter of 2009. The 

methodology of this study should therefore be adjusted to take account of this short time span. In 

particular, it is not feasible to rely on statistical systems existing in the different regions for they 

would require adaptation.  

Therefore, the following methodological principles are proposed:  

- A study carried out in parallel by each region wishing to join (4 to 5 regions would form a 

sufficient critical mass)  

- A Study carried out in the form of interviews on the basis of a common survey grid  

 

 

Decision 

Because the time is particularly short, it is decided, rather than engaging in a thorough study 

(complex and costly) to adapt the grid used in the Eurodyssey program. This grid, with a few simple 

questions, allows catching the main added value of mobility for young people.  

 

It is also important to demonstrate as far as possible the added value of regional involvement in the 

promotion and support of mobility.  

In this respect, the questionnaire already used in the REGIO-LLL workshop-project can be adapted 

and simplified in order to collect information on the role of the Regions.  

 

FREREF will propose an adaptation of these grids to the group of participating regions. 
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2- The strategic part of regional action 

 

Background 

The Department of Education of the Generalitat of Catalonia organized in May 2009 the first 

European Conference of Regions for the promotion of mobility in initial vocational training. This 

conference, which brought together 20 Regions in Barcelona, led to the 'Barcelona Declaration'.  

 

The work on the recognition of mobility and the testing of ECVET are also the object of most interest 

from regional powers who see it as a powerful instrument for the promotion of mobility. Beyond 

experimental projects (e.g. OPIR) and initiatives of mutual exchange driven by DG EAC on these 

projects (see www.ecvet-projects.eu), the Generalitat and the Rhône-Alpes Region offer to their 

counterparts the organization of an event that focuses on ECVET and could be held in early 2010 

under the Spanish Presidency of the EU.  

 

Furthermore, FREREF is part of an informal discussion group set up by DG EAC in order to consider 

the specific dimension of apprentices in mobility. The setup of this working group follows a request 

from the Council of Ministers during the French presidency of the EU. It is an interesting entry point 

to enforce the regional dimension at the European Commission level. The next meeting of this group 

takes place on 24/06 in Brussels; FREREF will be represented by Emmanuelle Brissard, from the 

Champagne-Ardenne Region.  

 

Through these actions, it appears that the regional powers seek for a greater recognition of their 

roles by the European and national levels. It is also important to define more precisely how such a 

position can be translated in concretely – in particular through community programs. 

 

Decision 

The Generalitat will invite the regions involved in the May conference and beyond to sign officially 

the Barcelona Declaration by early 2010.  

 
On a message to bring to the European level, the following principles are adopted:  

- Have European programs recognize the role of the Regions:  

o Starting from the Barcelona Declaration that states that the regions are organized 

around the issue of mobility of young people in initial vocational training  

o discuss the work on a practical level (agreements between regions, experiments 

ECVET Forum Mobivet-Regio, sharing tools, etc.).  

- Adapt European programs to promote a long-term policy of mobility:  

o Plead for the abandonment of the project logic in programs and encourage a logic of 

structural mobility, i.e. as an integral part of training programs. Mobility is becoming 

an instrument of regional policy and should be supported by appropriate community 

programs.  

o Greater emphasis to be put on supporting action: the young people and the 

structures active in the field of mobility  

o Promote the relationship between the Community financial instruments available to 

implement the mobility of young people in IVET, including the LLP and the ESF. 

However, the modalities of implementation of these programs can vary greatly from 

one state to another. It is therefore important not to induce structural rigidities that 

could block the action of the Regions in the implementation.  
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o Promote the establishment of partnerships between regions. The LLP-Comenius, in 

the field of school education, has introduced a new measure specifically recognizing 

the involvement of local and regional authorities: "Comenius Regio" is based on the 

establishment of partnerships between public authorities for the benefit of pupils. 

Why not imagine a specific measure “Leonardo Regio” for the young people in IVET?  

o Simplify the rules for the management of mobility programs to smooth the 

organization of mobility and facilitate links with existing regional financial 

programmes.  

- Promote recognition and visibility of mobility financed by own regional arrangements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3- Building on the legal tools of mobility 

 

Background  

Solutions and answers generally exist on issues related to the legal aspects of mobility but are 

insufficiently known and disseminated - or do not exist and must be developed. It is therefore 

important to identify, and capitalize on, existing tools to better disseminate them. 

The Barcelona seminar helped initiate this work which will continue throughout the year. 

 

 

Project ‘European Mobility Agreement Customizer’ 

The Leonardo project 'EMAC' ('European Mobility Agreement Customizer') promoted by the French 

agricultural education network with partners in nearly all of the European Union had been briefly 

presented at the Forum of Regional MOBIVET-March 20 2009. Given the interest raised by this tool, 

Jean-Paul Bally, of FR Ministry of Agriculture, was invited to present it in more detail in this seminar.  

 

� See Annex 2 

� See www.european-mobility.eu website 

The website will be fully operational in the 2
nd

 half of 2010. It will cover the 27 EU countries and full-

time and apprenticeship training. 

 

 

Project ‘Euronaver’ 

Other tools exist, like those developed by the Leonardo project 'Euronaver (www.euronaver.net), 

which is an open platform developed by a European consortium. It includes tools sheets on the 

various stages of mobility, including legal aspects. 

 

For the follow-up 

FREREF will lead the work of identification and description of the main tools available to the regions 

and mobility operators in order to promote their dissemination and use.  

The results of this work will be discussed at the November meeting in Brussels. At the end of the 

year, a capitalization paper will be produced to the attention of the Regions and their operators. 
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4- Raising awareness of the target groups: pool and capitalize on good practices directed at 

young people, businesses and trainers 

 

 

Background  

In this area too, there can be an exchange of innovative initiatives and a transfer of practices. It is 

therefore to pool and disseminate innovative practices concerning awareness raising towards young 

people, families, trainers and tutors in enterprises.  

Representatives of the Regions in Barcelona spoke about initiatives and practices. On this basis 

FREREF will conduct a thorough work over the summer to come up with a description of these best 

practices to make them visible.  

 

Cecile Reynaud, from the Euroguidance Network France, presents the portal Mobiloutil 

(www.mobiloutil.fr) and the various projects and tools related to awareness raising of the target 

groups. 24 tools are listed at the moment in Mobiloutils.  

The portal aims to expand to other tools. Discussions have also shown interest in terms of a rating 

system of the tools displayed to make the most interesting tools more visible. 

 

 

 

Presentation of initiatives in the Regions 

Tuscany:  
- Organization of awareness stages of 2 weeks in Europe in group fully financially supported by 

the region  

- Awareness in the classrooms 

- 'peer to peer' website open to young people to inform each other  

- Institutional communication website 

 
Aquitaine:  

- Work with the networks of operators: every 3 months, a steering committee bringing 

together all the network heads, directors of CFA, etc.. meets. Exchanges in particular on 

awareness raising actions.  

- The 'peer to peer is the type of action that is the most successful in terms of awareness.  

- Organization of an annual event, the "Assises de la mobilité", with testimonials from young 

people in particular.  

 

Lorraine:  

- Support schools in setting up their projects  

 
Auvergne:  

- Beforehand, constant links with several network heads. It is necessary to repeat the 

messages several times.  

- Being close to the operators.  
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- Training of mobility referees in each training centers to act as multipliers  

- Using a DVD for awareness ('Mobidéveloppement')  

- Organization of meetings in schools, including testimonies from young people. Note that 

such meetings should not, wherever possible, be held in an institutional framework, where 

testimonies can then lose their spontaneity.  

Franche-Comté:  

- Meetings held by the Region by type of public with the presence of elected officials. The 

latter can thus see the concrete results of mobility policies, while the young become aware 

of the commitment of elected officials.  

 
Rhône-Alpes:  

- Exchange of trainers with Catalonia, which has raised awareness of this target group who is 

then in direct contact with young people. These exchanges have proved particularly fruitful.  

 
French Community of Belgium:  

- Mobility is organized under a regional project.  

- Organization of decentralised meetings in the territories.  

- The organization of the MOBIVET REGIO-2010 forum should help to broaden the audience.  

 
Generalitat of Catalonia:  

- See annex 3 

 
 

For Ph. Perfetti, from UEAPME, the biggest challenge is to help young people build a representation 

of mobility. In this regard, it is important to invest in the trainers and the relationship they have with 

the apprentice in his/her professional environment.  

The ANFA takes into account 3 actors: young people, trainers and companies. When regional 

platforms exist, ANFA seeks a link. Study visits are also organized: 1 week in each partner country in 

which training systems are presented, and so on. 

 

 

Concerning the gender dimension 

Globally, this dimension is not taken into account in communication of regions, but through the 

occupational sectors. The ‘Droit des Femmes’ participates for instance to the Steering Committee of 

the Aquitaine Cap Mobilité Platform.  

Where apprenticeship is traditionally unbalanced (around 27% of girls in FR), there is no such 

imbalance in mobility exchanges.  

For Catalonia, the mobility is in itself an action for equal opportunities and gender.  

But generally, the selection of young candidates for the departure is done in the training centers and 

on criteria of motivation. 
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Future perspectives:  

 

Summer 2009: 

- Preparation by FREREF of a questionnaire to assess the added value of mobility as such and 

the interest of a structured framework on a regional basis 

- With the help of the Regions and partners, collection of the best practices in terms of legal 

tools and awareness-raising to promote mobility in IVET 

 

November 2009: 

- 2
nd

 interregional workshop on the topic. The European Commission will be invited to 

participate to an exchange with represented Regions. 

 

December 2009: 

- Dissemination meeting in Paris, at the premises of the Association des Régions de France à 

Paris.  
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Annex 1 : list of participants 

 

 

 



 
MOBIVET-REGIO receives a financial support from the European Union  
 

With the support of Région Rhône-Alpes. 

 

Annex 2 : Presentation of the project EMAC 
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Annex 3 : Presentation of the system of the Generalitat 
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Other documents and information on MOBIVET-REGIO  

on FREREF website: 

 

www.freref.eu 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal adviser: 
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The content of this project does not necessarily reflect the position of the State or the Intermediary Organisation, nor does it involve any 

responsibility on their part.  

 

 

 


